architectural trends

i i

-The: Contlnu

Idaho Rocky Mountain Ranch

By Kom Frenk and Gretchen Wagner
Photegraphiy by Joeh Wells

Roughly ning miles soulh of Stankey, tum under the chssic western wood-

e arch with the sign: “daho Bocky Moundain Ranch,” Up o winding dirt
road, iecked out of view, the Ranch reveals itself as you make your way
up the final hill, Climb the stately flight of entrance stairs and behold the
covered porch that just begs you 1o setle in. The creaking of wilow rock-
g chairs makes parfect background music to the epic panorama of the
Sawiooth Mountains with the sun setting into thew sharp leath. Now add
a glass of Pinot Gris and a small plate of vegetabls erudités with an array
of handmade dips that 1 perfectly on the onginal cigarette tables just the
night heigit to your hand. Kick back. With a seting virtually unchanged
ginca the 1929 construcion when it was the “idaho Rocky Moustain
Club," you have successfully, and comlortably, gone baek in time.

In his book, The Al of Folion, witegEacher John Gardner asserls that
great ficSon is the croatdon of ®a vivid and confinuous droam,” When no
odd sentence or misplaced event infermupts the expenence, the witér can
suspend dishelief and successiully transport the reader to anofher workd,
i arather phace and time. While ot a short stary, the history of e Idiho
Hocky Mourtain Ranch, and the painstaking etforts to honor its hentage m
renovation, has cerlainly achieved the Holy Gradl. Il you ane kicky enough
1o stay overmight, you ean’t help but feal & if you are a guest at a lipary
dude ranch during the goiden age of adventure travel in the 19308 and
"dllis.
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Figst,..a litde historw
The Idaho Rocky Mourrain Ranch is
surrounded by 878 acres of the Sawmoath
Martional Recrearional Area, just sourh of
lev. Established as a guest ranch from
51, rthen again fram 1977 up o
seent day, the Hanch was one of the
earfsesr rrize pesors in Idaho In ies eiphny
|||-.|.-. Year af Ol ariog; the propety bras
hosmed politicians and Furopean royalry,
EUppo wited the Rokmor herd as a private
'o.nrlrlnf carrle ranch, and remarned back
igina vishon as an all-inchusive
vACAHON lln.l"!.rll'l.'l'llfll'l.

The Banch was fownded with the vision of
affering a breadrh of ourdnor acriviries m
well-heeled advenmure seekers wishing to
ﬂ;F|n|:r the Wild Wesr withour l.1r:'iFﬁ'ing
fine dining and comfortable lodging, as
rthis 1931 newspaper excerpr from rhe

! #ikitnn _.Un.r.u.l'.l.';;:j Tritvama atresey:

“Ohye of ldaho’s wnwseal hosrelsies |5 the
[daho Rocky Mouonrain Club, a dude
ranch set in the heart of Stanbey Basin
berween the Sawroogh and White Cloud
mowntain rmnges. Everything one would
NOE EXPEcT in rhiar izsnlzeed monrain
region i5 found at the club, from its private
_gn.'lﬂ'|':4'||:||"sn.-1 h'l.-‘dimu:llpg |1rm|l: and Jiljmrr
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to a4 cuisine which would shame any
metrapalitan horel.”

Ciriginally part nl‘?"rnnlr}' Bazin ploneer
Drave Willians” homestead, the mnch
property was acquired in 1929 by New
York Frigidaire exscutive Winsron Faul,
whe builr the Idaho Rocky Mounrain
il Avernian 1.'|.|:'.1f.l'|.i.|'|“ panuifac rugey,
Josef Lanz, purchased the IRMC from
Mr. Paul, but the outbreale of Workd War
] hmug,hT the nperation 1o a chose. [n
1951, Pocatello, ldaho automabile dealer,
F.'Imnnfl A, Fl-ngrrr. pllrrh.l.ufd the Ranch,
turned it into a working cattle ranch, and
reramed i the Tdahae H:‘h."l::r' hrunrain
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Ranch. In 1977 Bogalys Smith, Buth and Ed Bogerts danghter,
began her proprietarship of the TRMR and rerurned the Ranch
1o s h.-:n-pl.l'.lii-::.-' rould. [hw Smith |.||||||:.- il bed Dperanny the
Ranch for 54 years, unril February 2005. The readirion of family
ewnership continues with current owners Steve and Courtney
Kapp, David Singer, and Diana Kapp, who among them have six
children, From its inception, expectations have been upheld thay
the Ranch would be a luxurious western advenmire for cravelers
coming x= for away as the Exstern Seaboard. The original visitors
o the [RMC f'l'li-ﬂ:l"d':‘l acriviries like gr.:r'.md |1.1In on the lawn
Modern-duy puests muy lyfsh; go whitewater rafting, wail nde,
monintain kike, ar climb |'|i.-.1|-:I. with a number of local g‘uii[ﬂ. and
outhivters. Av the end of an action-packed day, they can relax ina
nariral ot springs ]11:11! on the lower Ranch before .'||1I|h'|i|'|g (il
to the e pasve coverod poich o rellcct on therr memorable dav

Diiiiver at the Ranch By inelude 5 W pide 10 & Dutch-oven
cookour with live music along rhe river, a family-srvle barbecoe
prepared in front of the lodge on a custom grill and w

fired oven, or cheesing from finely curated menno aelecrions in
the lodpe dining room. Dining at tie Ranch has never been

a wiener-roast-and-a-warmed-up-can-of-haked -heans-aftair
Current chel Tordon Boutry uses ompanic and local inpredicne
o create meals thar mval thoss I.::'||.||1:| i any rrjor r'u.-_|.'. The Faad
quality and quantiy B owlstanding. Broaklnt & overvihing vou
could hope for, From macadamia net French teasr to howle of

. .
[rcaly seasonal berres and endless cups of stroag locally roasied

ol toemzsdd ok

And then the restoraion. ...
*Cined iz in rhe derails™ is a I:-huq- Wi kn_-:l.' o an artist's work
that no one is guite sure who said iU A, The Duich master,
rdde, architects hbies Von derRohe and 1.2 Corbusier, and
stave Flaubert have all goten coedin for coining: the
. T-'.rg.1r-:||:"|.r. af who sabd I, e ﬂl.inE i cermain: the derails

When the Kapp and Singer families purchased rhe Idaho Rocky
Mountain Ranch, they were well aware thar thevd inherited a

|'|'J:'|1-r'||'.|.|'|:.-' ACCEALe r'rE'u-r'lrnrr WhE Of rr.1in|:.r i

vav to approach a remodel, nor was it the cheapest,
Bur rhey r-."n.'-:l-g_ni.'ﬁ:{ artiganal eraft, both fine and n.'ln.gh- a5 rhe
necessany means to marry the new perts to the old. As a resulr,
there iz 1 delighrful sense of discovery in recopnizing rhe singular
elements thar make up ldahe Foe k.:.' Mountain Fanch,

“Ower the years, the magic of this place is respected
and enhanced. ldaho Rocky Mountain Ranch gets
bettar bBut never gets different.”

Sandra Beckwith, Lodge Manager

When Courmey Kapps herself a UVA-trained archirecr from
wvlvanm, hired Grachen Wagmer of scape desipn studio in
Kerchum m help painstakingly restore and enthance rhe Property,
it became both g wrnfic challenpe and a labor of love. Gretchen
hares the oy abour the project, their shared vigion, and the

fogocs L |I.'=.I.H'.I.|. [ |4

"The owners had recently acepuirod thie Banch snd had ke
invenrory of whar they had. 1 stayed a few nighos ar the ranch

o walk the property, interview the siaff, and poke around
everywhere | could to ger 3 sense of the soul of the place. Az wirh
any renevaiion, the documentation of the existing conditions
neecdad o be very Precise m know where o |'.u-;ir| The kadge was
the most sepsitive, We measured every log and stone

whar we were doing would he seamlecs. Tr was imperarive o use
i bight hand 1w b s place up=to=date withowt muddyng or
destraving = par

ey and 1 ralked abowr assers and labilicies, whar needed
[ixend und what neaded w be prserved. We discussed luxury
aconmmodarions in the conrexr of the Ranch's rich hisrory and

v sk i i, Fyasry chifall wnrks Sonether inomakio thir Ranch & oo
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I Funure. W ldentfied prioid, se
limim, esmablished mles

Forward, and planned lor

and the Innp--'.'rrr". Then we weny .,'iﬁr- imiro
mithod architecture, s

and i nirr:;: detai atwe could hane
our the [ minutioe created the
picture: [t wik the constanr anchirecriral
conversation between us thart a

accomplish what we did.

“Although Courmey and 1 are bath
modernists, o parts neaded o be
very understared and nor inrerfere with
peaple's expecration of what a ranch should
he, In rthe lodee, the original Irq_..'; YETEICTEEFE
is composed of round pime Lo

Hlll:!'r'-:. -rl'll." W r-'.'.r|1i:r ire a rII.‘I I-l.'lr J|'|I.I
'-'l-'ind--'-'-'l' Vidaaces are FJre-¢ l'-'.'n':r':d 'a:I';'-:Ir
fir, anather material narive e the area bur
vismally distinguishable from pine. These
pheces wWers -:1:‘_~:i-;:'.r|.{ and congrruerad n a
vary '.'.-||||.l|-: and durble way o thar chey
scecumulare rhl'."lf AN ['l.H:I"l.."_ el I'I'I.'Ll"J:r'

d':"."udl:'.-.

*ln thee first v, we did the sall
dormirory, commercial laundry building,
new kitchen, new service pantry, new
hiar, and check-in desk in che bbb

I'I L |1|"!.' WENE O FESLTTLCL e Ir"i.'-'.

: and fohn Dean

and picnic tables, all in square-edoed fu

to conrrast with the pine logs and indicage
that these were not original, Bill Amaya of
Cimarmon [ofring made all of these BXCEPL
the wiphstands which were cut From fu
an slre with 2 chain saove. With Allizan
Connolly of Allison Paige Interior Disign,
we soarrced chairs, sofas, hesdhbs

lghting. rug

¢ o dal

ST LCa P
ECr |

i AIOn prncess Was
y eoanplexl). We mak down; el reframed,

I, ¥l Flii."'- e II!. 2T on the et

inal Frigidaire restosed
¢ of honar in the new Inbby bar, and the ariginal signal

1 at the check-in desk are not mere props, but

ire aleo significant plecés from the Ran

wirh
to make
ing and seaff

an and machine

11 b anake it really i-.l:u.l—tl.u valaly -.||.|’-l|.
ay irweas in FS29.

and seaff baildings are rucked away on a hill,
of the puests, They are purely functional in
arkd their uriliny exceeds cheir |1:=:||1:.'. o he e, bt ll'u'}'
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do speak v the et ol the bulldings on die progerty, We wen:
careful m relate the propartions, roof pitches, and volumes o the
lodye and cabins while shotting them inte an existing hierarchy
af scale. The marerials have almost norhing in common with rhe
eriginal siructures other than their simplicity and suitability for
the time in which riu-!' were copgrricted,

"nlll:"ll'lg rhie second hl:li.lu:‘lir'lg_ seagan, we rebuilr a cabin thar
had been badby restored after a hux in che 19808—a very
delicare exercize in improving upon an original withour doing a
reproduction, We also promotyped a now bathroom schome, and
designed Ranch quilm.

“In larer years, cabin barhronma were opened up, porches were
e-bulle and epaired, the lodee was re-moofied, and asbestos

was ahared, all under rhe warchful eve of the Kaho Hisrnric
Preservation Commission. the Forest Service. the owners, staff,
and reroming guests. [ have come i be as protecrive of this [II.'Ii.‘l"
a5 they all are and there are things | se2 even now that could be
edired and Fidined.

"We resisred the urge ro wse all the cuming-edge rricks and ralents
available, and rried to imaging what the original constrection
tearn mighr have had ar their dizposal. In the early 1900s
everything would have been sourced and builr oo-dite: e no
cabiner shops, spray boarhs, ar impormed marerials. Wirh rhis
i mind, we sice-built a lot of dhings and limired cur palette of
materials, The reule b dhat the character comes through from
the arrisans who construcred ir. My favorite examples of rhis
are the original door handbes and strap hinges. You can imagine
the hlacksmith onsire forping hundreds of these and changing
each one a livdle a3 he went just to make it less repetitive. They
are works of arr. Our modern-day mason wha did che Oakley
stone showers pleced a livde mrned stone in each shower as

hiz signamire—a complerely appropriare deail thar adds ro rhe

"Thene is no faus
There is no kitsch.

Thers s no piped-in Hank Williams, 5S¢ on a
scratchy record player to create a Hollywood
version of the West.™

Gretchen Wagner, scape design studio

“There is no reproduction except in cases of repair (like the
E"rl.ir.id.ul:r.' bansdle) ot r-cpluu.'ml:nl l:-:JIILlFi.HH] CHd Hu.lmr:.' cliairs
are still made today and some have been replaced when they
couldn't be hxed). The success of the ardhitecturl interventions
is that the guests can't see them without looking carefully, Lots
of defermed mainicnance was performed dthin posis will neva
nakice

“There are invisible luxuries throughour. The mattress
specilications were copied from the Four Seasons'in Mew York—
the best the owners had ever depr on, There are endless acriviries
i keep littde oney busy i adults cheose w enjoy unmintermupied
coiversation. The food & incredible and abundane. Thee is
Interiet and cven oocassonal ol service in the lodge, There 15
plentiful hot warer in the stone showers. And the service and staff
are unmatched,

*The furure of the ldahe H.Ih.'li.:-‘ Monnezin Ranch iz well
planned. The owners contine o look for ways 1o expand and
enhance the experience of guests during their stay. There will be
thoughrful addirions, repairs, and improvemenrs on borh rhe
upper and lower Ranches. They will become evident over the
years g6 [ won't ruin rhe surprise, bur 1 know thar many of rhese
will be happily invisible too.”

Ihe Idaho Rocky Mountain Ranch is a emarkably special place
Yoz feed inrimarely parr of the hisrory and scenery from the
mament you anfive until the day vou depart. 105 an experiencs
rhar sricks with you, thar change: vou in some significant way.
||.1.e ;..:u:el‘.u ||:, i |-.11rﬂ| Hf.l-‘l.'r..-u:-uh‘l CORMaos 4.1|r.an1 11|!.4'.-u:= anid
arrention nestes irself ineo a permanent place in your hearr.

alf o rjhl: Hamed fromgpst] 1o gpreF e recenly nist rrad Feo b 1 ey argyy chie
Aytrants ofd-bma fretauss hangs with vintege images of e 82 the Harssh along B
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Every historically authentic gues

kdsho Bocky Mountain Ranch gets is spacial apargy from tha
BiLnging unchang ary, ] attsntion o quality
dietall, and froem e Hanch manager,

the Ranch with her late husbanag, Fre

fas gra 3

Whether she's we

with bright red cowboy

lieaca sweatshirt with the

guick wal, and keen sense of humor i

£5 wall-pared wilh her surroundings, |

for Indelligent canversation

S0t It the Sawtooth

B you've ecored |he sscrel bonies achingy ungua (o lhe ldabo Hocky
Moundan Raich

Gratchan Wagner of scaps design siude, inc
320 Frst Averwe | Ketchum
87209714

W scapedesigneiicio com

Sawnaoth Valley Buildars

Highway 75, Mile Markar 178 | Stanley
208.774.3347

wiww. sawlsothvaleybulders. com

[daha Rocky Mountain Ranch
HG B5 Box 9934 | Stankey
208.774.3544

W, idahorocky com

Bill Amaya of Cimarron Lofiing, Inc.
1730 Lear Ln | Hailey

208.578.0218
www cimaroninlting.com

Alfisan Conaolly of Allizon Paige Interior Design
140 Leadville Ave | Ketchum

208,308,078

! allisonpaigedasigns. com

| ity e, w2 s calten

Ao Lt Willow nociosrs with anpuabily the bast wiw n Idaba,
Abassr: Ranad M aliagin, Sandia Boclawniy 21 s 1l 54 i

eypropartyrews com T8
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